THmE Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism has performed a valuable service to the medical profession in holding an annual meeting at which clinicians, biochemists, pathologists, pyschiatrists, geneticists and anyone with an interest in this subject can meet together to present and discuss their work. The present book represents the proceedings of the fourth symposium held at Dublin in 1966.
Jacobson gave an interesting account of the importance of pteridines in metabolic disorders particularly with regard to the action of tetrahydrobiopterin as a co-factor in the hydrocylation of phenylalanine to tyrosine. Allan and Brown reported on their apparently successful attempt to prevent foetal brain damage in the infant of a phenylketonuric mother. E.E.G, findings of phenylketonurics before and during treatment were presented by Poley and Dumermuth, and in phenylketonuria and other metabolic disorders by Pampiglione. Bickel gave an excellent review of the early detection of metabolic disorders and Holzel, his usual masterly account of disaccharide intolerances in which he has carried out so much of the pioneer work. The clinical and biochemical aspects of the mucopolysaccharidoses were presented by the Dublin workers Coffey and Baker. This is an excellent little book which will be of interest to all workers in this field. The proceedings of the first three symposia were published in paper back form and in view of the ephemeral nature of many of these reports, this would seem an excellent idea. It therefore, seems a retrograde step to publish this symposium between hard covers at twice the price of the previous ones.
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